October 25, 2026

PETER’S OIL UPDATE:

1. PETROLEUM DETERMINATION WAS PRE-REQUISITE.  
· An EPA petroleum determination refers to the formal evaluation required by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (or a state/tribal agency) to decide whether a petroleum-contaminated property is eligible for U.S. EPA Brownfields grant funding for assessment or cleanup
· Delayed due to jurisdictional issues between the EPA and DEC
· Jurisdiction for Petroleum determination resolved and belongs to EPA
· EPA petroleum determination accepted and site is now eligible for EPA grant and begin Phase 1 assessment 


2. EPA PHASE 1
· What they cover: Funds can be used for site inventories, community outreach, reuse planning, 
· Funding amounts:
· Community-wide Assessment Grants: Up to $500,000 (performance period up to 4 years).
· Eligibility: Local governments, regional councils, tribal nations, states, and non-profits. [1, 2, 3]
· LCLGRPB:  Applies to US EPA Brownfields Grant Program on our behalf through Targeted Brownfields Assessments.
· An EPA contractor performs an ASTM-compliant Phase I ESA, Phase II sampling, and cleanup cost estimates at no direct cost to the community (valued roughly between $50,000 and $100,000).

